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WASHINGTON, D C -- Texas is exceedingly fortunate in the number of House
cOrnQittee chairmanships held by Representatives from our State. There are twenty-one of
thcs2 committees, and four of them are headed by Texans. No other state holds as many
chairmanships. In fact, only two - California and New York - hold even half as many.
Furthermore, the committees headed by Texans are among the most importact in the House.
Certainly that is true of the Agriculture Committee, one of the two com-
roittees on which I serve; its chairman is Bob Poage of Waco. (My other committee is
~rerchant Marine and Fisheries, of which I am the only Texas member.> The highly power-
ful Appropriations Committee has as its chairman a West Texan, George ~~hon of Lubbock.
~lright Patman of Texarkana, dean of the Texas delegation, heads the Banking and Currency
Committee, and Olin Teague, who comes from College Station, is chairman of the Veterans'
Affairs Committee.
That's a potent lineup and goes a long way toward explaining the force t~e
Texas delegation can Wield up here. Other Texans are sprinkled through nearly all the
renaining committees.
I consider it a real honor to have been selected by such an outstanding
~roup to serve this year as chairman of the Texas delegation. Incidentally, I am still
pre~ident of the Texas State Society of Washington. My term expires next month, and we
&~e planning one more grand affair before I go out of office. It's something special -
more later.
* * * * *
RUBY REDS I~ LONDON -- Lucky residents of London, England, have had the
opportunity to enjoy the taste delight of Ruby Red grapefruit from the Valley. Thanks
to the imaginativeness of South Texas shippers in turning to the air. a fully chartered
plane load of the luscious fruit went off to London, where buyers had just completed a
tour of the U.S. fruit and vegetable production areas and were anxious to have a supply
of Ruby Reds for trial marketing. Help was given at the Texas end by the Agriculture
Department's field station of the Transportation and Facilities Research Division and in
England by the Division's Rotterdam field station.
The fruit was trucked to lIew York and trans loaded in airline "igloos"
and covered with protective tarpaulins and nylon webbing to prevent shifting. It sr-
rived in excellent condition and was placed on sale in retail stores, selling side by
side with fruit from Israel. The Texas fruit sold for twenty-nine cents each, the
Israeli fruit for twenty-five cents. And reports from the sales personnel indicated
that our Texas product was outselling the one from Israel.
That's not all. Two weeks after the air shipment, five refrigerated van
containers with 5,250 carrons of Texas grapefruit were shipped from the Port of Houston.
Again, the shipment arrived in top condition pnd prompbly'wcnt into retail storeo. Accep-
tance of the frUit left nothing to be desired.
Agriculture Department research and service to U.S. growers and shippers
to demonstrate transport and packaging techniques which will assure good condition on
arrival and help hold down costs have resulted in sizeable export markets for several
products. The purpose of the effort in South Texas is to give the U.S. a strong market
in Europe for Texas grapefruit. Good for consumers there, good f'or our area.
* * * * *
U.S•• MEXICO~ .. Again this year, for the seventh consecutive time,
I have been named by the Speaker of the House as a member of the U.S. - Mexico Inter-
Parliamentary Group. This panel, made up of members of the United States and Mexico
legislative bodies, meets to discuss border problems in general, and this year the stress
will be on matters concerning trade between the two countries. The subject is, of course,
vastly important to our South Texas area, and I welcome the opportunity to take part in
the discussions. No date for the meeting, which will be held in Washington, has been
set as yet
* * * * *
GOOD-LOOKING PAN AM g Pan American University won a third award for
architectural design of new university structures when the Texas Society of Architects
presented its design award for the university's new Fine Arts Center. The first award
was received from the Texas Society for Architects for the Science Building in 1970.
The Houston chapter of the American Institute of Architects gave a first honor award
for the Fine Arts Center the same year.
* * * * *
INTER~ATIONAL LAW CO~lITTEE A letter from James C. Watson, president
of the State Bar of Texas, nOtifies me that I have been appointed to the organization's
Standing Committee on Developments in International Law and designated as vice-chairman
of the committee. I am honored and will serve to the best of my ability.
* * * * *
~~ -- The flu bug, which has hit this part of the country in a big
way, did the Sarne thing in our house. Our only daughter, Angela, came down with it
tWice -- and would you believe, she passed it along to Charlie Brown, our Chihuahua.
* * * * *
VISITORS FROM HO~m -- Among visitors from home to my office this past week
were T H Morrison, Jr. and George Labar, Jr. of Harlingen; Charles L Foster,Jr. of
Weslaco; and Hampton Mabry of Donna.
* * * * *
